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Indian Student Bioethics Program of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics (Haifa)





PREAMBLE
The Director-General of UNESCO and the Rector of the Haifa University, Israel, signed an agreement on 24th June 2001, regarding the establishment of a UNESCO Chair in Bioethics at the International Centre of Health, Law and Ethics, University of Haifa. The Chair had a mandate of coordinating and developing an unique network of reputed institutions for Medical Ethics training in the developed and developing countries, with a structured syllabus for ethics education.
The Bioethics movement in India is spearheaded by Prof. Russell D’Souza from Australia - Head, Asia Pacific Bioethics Network, UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. He has really carved out a time tested syllabus for bioethics and has facilitated the establishment of more than 70 Units in India. His passion for the subject is clearly reflected in the escalated graph of the Indian Bioethics Program of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. The program has brought together several health science institutions on a common platform, thereby fostering a true spirit of integrated teaching in health sciences. This will definitely go a long way in producing a much needed ‘Basic’ doctor, reviving the concept of Family Physician.
The exponential growth of the Indian Bioethics Program triggered off a spark amongst the bright young minds, who with their unmatched creativity helped in the formulation of the Indian Student Bioethics Program of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. This paved the way for establishment of the Student Wings of the parent Bioethics Units.
Considering the popularity of the Student Program, it is in order that we have a standard protocol governing the functioning of these Student Wings. I express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Russell D’Souza for his constant encouragement and giving me an opportunity to outline a framework for the Indian Student Bioethics Program.



Prof. Dr. Siddharth P. Dubhashi
Director (Academics)
Professor and Head, Department of Surgery
Head, MGMIHS Bioethics Unit of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics
MGM Institute of Health Sciences, Navi Mumbai
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 Bioethics Unit of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics

Student Wing

Pledge

Ethics is a critical part of everyday health practice.

I, in all roles and settings, must have the knowledge and skills to uphold the professional values.

I pledge to work to support and safeguard the professional values of all healthcare professionals and to foster an ethical ethos.






Fundamental Principles of Bioethics














Rules and Regulations for the Student Wings of the Indian Bioethics Program of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics

1. This document will outline the framework for the functioning of the Student Wings of the Indian Bioethics Program, and will be called as ‘Rules and Regulations for the Student Wings of the Indian Bioethics program of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics”.

2. Establishment of the Student Wing:

2.1 It is mandatory for an institution to have a functional Bioethics Unit in place, before applying for the establishment of the Student Wing.

2.2 The application for the establishment of the Student Wing will be forwarded by the Head of the Bioethics Unit to the Head, Asia Pacific Bioethics Network, UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, for onward submission to the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics for final approval.


2.3 The application must clearly indicate the following:
2.3.1 The name of the Student Wing
2.3.2 The name of the Faculty In-charge for Student Wing
2.3.3 Names of 5-6 undergraduate students
2.3.4 Names of 3-4 postgraduate students
2.3.5 Name of the Student Co-ordinator

2.4 It is desirable that the Faculty Incharge for the Student Wing is appointed from  the list of members of the Steering Committee of the parent Bioethics Unit.
2.5 The student members should be representatives of all the academic years of the given course. In case the Student Wing is established for a University, it is desirable that all the courses are given adequate representation in the Student Wing.

2.6 The student co-ordinator will be selected from amongst the student members only.


2.7  The Head of the parent Bioethics Unit will also be the Head of the Student Wing of that Unit.

3. Induction Ceremony:

3.1 The application for the establishment of the Student Wing will be approved by the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics after due scrutiny.

3.2 The members of the Student Wing need to be formally inducted into the Indian Bioethics Program of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics.


3.3 The Induction Program should be hosted by the parent institute.

3.4 The student members will be administered a pledge by the Head, Asia Pacific Bioethics Network, during the Induction Ceremony.


4. Activities of the Student Wing:

4.1 The activities of the Student Wing will be under the umbrella of the parent Bioethics Unit.
4.2  Activities:



4.3 The Student Bioethics Conference – ETHOS, will be conducted once in a year. The proposal for conduct of the conference should be submitted by the Head of the Unit at least one year prior to the proposed date.
4.4 It is mandatory for the Student Wing to actively participate in the World Bioethics Day celebrations. The events should be held in accordance with the declared theme for the World Bioethics Day. The Student Wing should undertake innovative activities like street plays, quiz competitions, essay writing and poster competitions, shirt designing, etc. to celebrate the World Bioethics day. The student wing should facilitate the organization of guest lectures by reputed faculty.

5. The Student Wing should hold periodic meetings and at least one meeting in six months with the Steering Committee of the parent Bioethics Unit. The student coordinator should maintain the minutes of all the meetings held.

6. The annual report of the Student Wing should be submitted by the Faculty Incharge of the Student Wing to the Head of the Bioethics Unit for onward submission to the Head, Asia Pacific Bioethics Network, UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. 

7. Reconstitution of the Student Wing:

7.1 It is the responsibility of the Faculty Incharge of the Student Wing to have periodic reconstitution of the Student Wing as and when necessary, especially after a batch of students has passed out of the institution after completion of the course.

7.2 The same needs to be intimated to the Head, Asia Pacific Bioethics Network.

8. Publications:
It is essential that the Student Wing conducts short research projects related to bioethics and publishes the same in “Global Bioethics Enquiry”, the scholarly publication of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. The creative skills of the young minds can be reflected in the form of concept papers as well.

9. Organogram for the Indian Student Bioethics Program of UNESCO Chair in Bioethics:



Participation in health education activities


Facilitate conduct of research methodology workshops for students 


Creation of awareness regarding environment ethics 


Undertake short research projects related to bioethics


Publish articles related to bioethics


Organize the annual Student Bioethics Conference


Preparation of an annual report of the Student Wing activities



UNESCO Chair in Bioethis


Head, Asia Pacific Network


Advisory Committee


Chair, Student Program


National Coordinator


President,  Indian Student Bioethics Program


Coordinator, Insttitute Student Wiing



Autonomy


Beneficence


Non-maleficence


Justice
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